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Allan studied at the University of Stellenbosch in South Africa obtaining a B.Comm degree.  Thereafter he was conscripted for two years to the South African Navy, obtaining the rank of Sub-Lieutenant, During spare time in the Navy, Allan obtained an Honors degree through the University of South Africa.

The first introduction to financial markets came in early 1992 when Allan joined Rand Merchant Bank in Johannesburg, South Africa.  After moving around the Bank on a trainee induction programme, Allan joined the Equities and Derivatives trading desk as a proprietary trader.  Allan left Rand Merchant Bank in 1999 as chief dealer and having established the first exotic options book in South Africa.

In 1999 Allan moved to head up the stock broking firm of Matthison and Hollidge. In this capacity he was instrumental in concluding the first trades, and establishing the first automated market making system for Single Stock Futures.

In August of 2001 the JSE Securities Exchange purchased the South African Futures Exchange (SAFEX). Allan joined the JSE primarily to manage the smooth integration of the equities and Equity Derivatives market. He has a passion for new and exciting products, and has been instrumental in developing the South African Single Stock Futures market. Allan was responsible for developing numerous products and markets at the JSE including Yield-X, (the JSE’s Interest Rate Market); Can-Do Options, Dividend Futures; IDX (International Derivatives Market); the South African Volatility Indices (SAVI) as well as the introduction and development of the South African Currency Futures. Allan is currently CEO and founder of Dreadnought Capital, which has numerous financial projects in Africa and South Africa.  Allan is also the CEO of the new Zambian Derivatives Exchange.

In order to preserve a little sanity, Allan enjoys outdoor activities including Karate, Flying and gardening.
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